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PREFACE 


Books for College Libraries has been published to fill the 
long-recognized need for a retrospective list of books to 
serve as a book selection aid for college libraries. It is 
intended to update Charles B. Shaw’s List of Books for 
College Libraries published by the American Library Asso¬ 
ciation in 1931. To answer the companion need—a current 
book-reviewing service for college libraries—the Associa¬ 
tion of College and Research Libraries, a membership divi¬ 
sion of the American Library Association, began publica¬ 
tion of Choice , a monthly periodical, in March, 1964. This 
retrospective list of books has been deliberately and directly 
related to the reviewing journal Choice , in that it includes 
only titles published prior to 1964. 

The danger in publishing a selection list of this nature 
is that it may be used as a final authority rather than as a 
guide. This list does not claim to be a list of the best books 
or a basic list for any college library, for selection of books 
for a college library must be made in terms of the needs 
of that particular institution. 

Scope 

Books for College Libraries is a list of monographs de¬ 
signed to support a college teaching program that depends 
heavily upon the library, and to supply the necessary mate¬ 
rials for term papers and suggested and independent out¬ 


side reading. It contains some information on all fields of 
knowledge, including areas not in a college curriculum. 
Within the limits of the allocation, each area contains 
some scholarly monographs for the use of the faculty and 
exceptional undergraduate students. The collection is ex¬ 
pected to satisfy independent intellectual curiosity (and 
recreational interests) of students and faculty. 

The size and subject balance of the list are similar to 
the already successful working collections of the Lamont 
Library at Harvard University and the Undergraduate 
Library at the University of Michigan, as shown below. 

In the literature sections many titles are listed in transla¬ 
tion as well as in their original languages. The history 
section contains important works in the common European 
languages. In other fields, books in foreign languages have 
generally been excluded. The list contains no periodicals, 
newspapers, music scores, phonograph records, microfilms, 
slides, or pictures. Aside from bibliographies there are few 
pamphlets. General college textbooks are omitted except 
those which are outstanding because of their content or 
bibliographies. 

For the most part, the titles have been selected without 
regard to their availability from publishers, and approx¬ 
imately one third of those included are out of print. Usually 
the hard-cover edition was listed, even if it was out of print 
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and a paperback edition was in print. The paperbacks in¬ 
cluded are primarily those that have been published only 
in this form. Out-of-print titles are not indicated, because 
of rapid changes which would make such information ob¬ 
solete in a short time. In some cases later editions than 
those listed will be available. 

Selection of Titles 

Selection of titles for this work is based on the selections 
made for the basic undergraduate libraries of the Univer¬ 
sity of California New Campuses Program, and any ac¬ 
count of the selection for this list is inseparable in its 
initial stages from that of the selection of titles for the new 
campus libraries. 

The New Campuses Program began operation in 1961 
to build three identical, basic, self-contained libraries for 
three new California campuses: Irvine, Santa Cruz, and 
San Diego. The project was based on the premise that 
there is a body of knowledge—the classics, the important 
scholarly titles, and the definitive works on all subjects of 
interest to an undergraduate community—which should be 
in any college library. The experience of other institutions 
indicated that the size of such a collection could be close 
to 75,000 volumes, of which approximately 20 percent 
should be periodicals. At the same time it was felt that the 
library could not grow beyond this figure without drawing 
heavily on research and special material that should de¬ 
pend upon the location, the goals, and the curriculum of 
a particular institution. 

To select the 50,000-55,000 titles that were to comprise 
the monograph collection it was necessary to set up a special 
selection department. Librarians with graduate degrees in 
subject areas formed the professional staff and were sup¬ 
ported by bibliographers and a clerical staff. A Selection 
Policy Statement, defining the goals and specifications of 
the project, helped ensure a uniform standard. Before se¬ 
lection of the titles, a thorough bibliographical survey was 
made of each subject field. Selection began with literature 
and concluded with science, where selection was delayed 
to the last because of rapid obsolescence in that field. Every 
title included was individually considered for its own excel¬ 
lence and its relevance to the collection as a whole. Selec¬ 
tion was not influenced by a particular curriculum or 
special interests of individual faculty members, and a spe¬ 
cial effort was made to avoid regional bias. After the initial 
selection, the lists were subjected to review by specialists 
in undergraduate and college collections throughout the 
country to perfect the collection and shape it toward the 
needs of the average college library. 

When the list was accepted for publication, a further 
refinement of the selection was undertaken. The selection 
cards were sent to subject specialists, selected with the 
assistance of the staff of Choice, for further review. For 
the purpose of the published list, additions and deletions 


were made to improve balance and to include some titles 
originally omitted. In this process some subject areas were 
changed as much as 40 percent. 

Arrangement 

Titles in Books for College Libraries have been arranged 
by the Library of Congress classification, which was fol¬ 
lowed implicitly. To bring titles on closely related subjects 
together in meaningful groups under a single heading, 
classification numbers have usually been combined: for ex¬ 
ample, BF311-BF499, or HD1635-HD1741. The va¬ 
garies of the Library of Congress classification have caused 
titles on some subjects to be separated into several areas 
and may have divided the works of an individual author. 
Works on biological chemistry, for example, will be found 
under QD, QP, and R. Some of the works of Sir Francis 
Bacon are listed in Philosophy while others are listed in 
Religion; other philosophers may be divided between Phi¬ 
losophy and Literature. Since titles are listed only once, 
the author index must be used to locate all of the works 
of an author included in the list. Following the Library of 
Congress classification has also resulted in titles—selected 
because of their value in one subject field—being classified 
and entered in the list in a different field. Also, some titles 
were selected for more than one field but were entered 
only under the classification used by the Library of Con¬ 
gress. 

Users should also remember that the Z or Bibliography 
and Library Science section in the Library of Congress 
classification includes bibliographies on subjects and au¬ 
thors, thus separating them from the books included else¬ 
where in the classification. Within subject groups titles 
are arranged alphabetically by author except where the 
classification numbers designating the subject group are 
preceded by an asterisk. The asterisk indicates a special 
arrangement for prolific authors or for geographical or 
chronological groups. Arrangement for prolific authors is 
alphabetical within the following groups in this order: 
complete works; selected works; separate titles; biography 
and criticism. Within the subgroupings the titles are ar¬ 
ranged alphabetically by author. Geographical or chrono¬ 
logical arrangements have been used when they added to 
the logical structure of the list. 

Entries 

A title is entered only once in this list. The entry for each 
title includes full author, title, edition, imprint, main pagi¬ 
nation, and the Library of Congress card number. Paren¬ 
theses around the card number indicates a variation be¬ 
tween the entry and the Library of Congress card noted, 
usually a different date representing a more recent print¬ 
ing. Serials and monographic continuations are given with 
open entries; that is, only the first volume and beginning 
date are given. 
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Indexes 

The list is indexed by author and subject but not by title. 
The author index includes personal and corporate authors, 
joint authors, editors, and compilers. References in the 
author index give the location for authors by classification 
group, not by page number. As noted previously, each 
author is listed alphabetically within the classification 
group unless he is a joint author, editor, or compiler of 
the work indexed, or the entries are listed in a special ar¬ 
rangement indicated by an asterisk preceding the classifica¬ 
tion. 

The subject index includes only the major subjects and 
some smaller subjects or areas which may be difficult to 
locate in the Library of Congress classification. Works 
about authors are listed with books by them in the author 
index. Index references in the subject index as in the author 
index are by classification group, not by page number. Users 
of this list may find the printed L.C. Catalog Books: Sub¬ 
jects an additional aid in locating books by subject in this 
list. 

Method of Reproduction 

No statement on the compilation, preparation, and publica¬ 
tion of Books for College Libraries would be complete 
without an account of how copy for the actual list was 
prepared and finally reproduced in book form. 

Copy for a published list did not exist when the decision 
to publish was made—only the raw materials for it in the 
form of selection cards or carbons of order forms. Many 
of the titles on the list, however, had already been cata¬ 
loged for the new campuses, with the Library of Congress 
cards received on the Library of Congress Cards-with-Book 
Program. To utilize the bibliographical and cataloging in¬ 
formation available, one of the shelf lists was microfilmed, 
reproduced in card form, and matched with selection cards. 
All selection cards for which there were no matching shelf 
list cards, some 20,000, were sent to the Library of Con¬ 
gress where the Processing Department provided catalog 
cards or cataloging copy without charge. Entries for the 
list and copy for the author index were typed card by card 
from the Library of Congress catalog card information. 
The former were typed as final copy to be shingled and 
the latter for combining, editing, and retyping in sheet 
form. 

Simultaneously an outline of Library of Congress classi¬ 
fication and subject headings was prepared to fit the list. 
Copy for headings and subheadings was typed by Varityper 
onto cards. Both headings and title cards of camera-ready 
copy were sent to the Library of Congress, which con¬ 
tracted to shingle the individual cards into page form by 
the method developed and used by the Library for its book 
catalogs. Books for College Libraries is reproduced by 
photo-offset from these shingled pages. 
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